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Fellow citizens:   

 

You will recall that on August 17, 2010, the National Legislature passed a 

Joint Resolution #001(2010) approving four provisions of the 1986 Liberian 

Constitution to be amended.  Pursuant to this decision and in adherence to 

the constitutional provision which states that: “Whenever a proposal by 

either two thirds of the membership of the Legislature  or a petition 

submitted to the Legislature by no fewer than 10, 000 citizens which 

receives the concurrence of two thirds of the Legislature is ratified by two 

thirds of those voting no sooner than one year after the action of the 

Legislature”, a Referendum is being organized by NEC, the body clothed 

with the authority to conduct such exercise. That is why we have embarked 

on this important marathon which will accentuate the robustness of our 

foundation as an emerging democracy. 

 

Fellow citizens, when you go to cast your vote on August 23, 2011, you will 

not be voting for candidates. There will be four issues that you will be 

deciding a ‘YES or a NO’ for.  The four propositions you will be voting on 

are:  

1. To amend Article 52(c) which proposes that the residency 

requirement for the presidency be reduced from ten years to 5 years 

prior to elections; 

  2. To amend Article 83(b) which proposes the elections for all public 

officers except for the president and vice president shall be by simple 

majority of the valid votes cast in any elections in Liberia; 

3.  To amend Article 83(a) which proposes that the current constitutional 

election date be changed; and a new constitutional date for president, vice 
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president, members of the Senate and House of Representatives; and for 

Chiefs and City Mayors and Council  Members is set; and  

4. To amend Article 72(c) which proposes that the Chief Justice, Associate 

Justices   of the Supreme Court and Judges of Subordinate Courts of 

Records  to serve for life except they  shall be retired at age seventy-five.      

 

 Within these same walls, on September 15, 2010, that’s about seven 

months ago, this  Commission announced the formal kickoff of activities 

and timelines leading to the conduct of the 2011 constitutional referendum 

which will be the first in about 25 years.  

 

Since that time, the Commission has kept the process afloat by undertaking 

series of preparatory activities including the publication of the Official 

Gazette released by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the production of a Fact 

Sheet (Brochure) by the Steering Committee, the publication of the 

Regulations. Most recently, on March 16, 2011, the Writ of Elections was 

served upon the 19 Elections Magistrates mandating them to forthwith 

proceed with the conduct of a Constitutional Referendum on August 23, 

2011 from 8 in the morning till 6 in the evening. These preparatory 

activities were further bolstered by meetings with civil society 

organizations and regional consultations across the country in March.  

  

Today, my fellow citizens, the Commission has arrived at a critical stage of 

the Referendum process. The moment when the Commission with support 

from its partners will go all out to brashly tell the story about the 

referendum in simple and clear ways to the Liberian electorate to forge a 

partnership that would ensure that they fully participate in the process.   

 

The National Elections Commission is today embarking on a 150-day Civic/ 

Voters’ Education deliverable to reach out with the message about the 

Referendum in the vernaculars, simple Liberian English utilizing both 

conventional and non-conventional channels to explain the process to the 

electorate.  We will be placing at the disposal of our field staff other 

materials such as posters, banners, flyers, loud speakers, PA systems for 

this Civic/ Voters’ Education campaign beginning today. 
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Having noted that, it is important that the voice of qualified and registered 

voters be heard during this referendum.  To say it simply, this referendum 

is yours. Over the next several weeks, the NEC will intensify the production 

and distribution of songs, jingles, drama and outreach materials and will 

also employ the Jehovah Witness method where necessary to reach towns 

and villages with no access to conventional media (radio, tv, newspapers) 

with messages.  

 

Our overriding objective is: To go all out to educate, to inform and to 

sensitize the Liberian electorate about the Referendum and to encourage 

their participation.  

 

 The launch of the Civic/Voters’ Education for the Referendum which is also 

today taking place simultaneously in the 19 Magisterial Offices across the 

country is part of an overarching public awareness campaign carved and 

fashioned in a pattern that would reach all of the people. 

 

These efforts will have the single endeavor to echo and saturate the 

landscape with  information that  come 23 August, 2011 Liberians  will go to 

the polls to decide whether to accept or reject the changes that have been 

proposed by the Legislature  by a ‘YES’ or ‘NO’ vote.  

 

Finally, my fellow compatriots, we have a serious task at hand. It is a task 

which requires the collective participation of all eligible Liberians that have 

obtained the 2011 voter’s card. I therefore urge you to take note and 

scrupulously follow the process through to its logical end.  

  

On May 1, 2011, campaign period for the Referendum will start. At that 

time, the stage will be ready for the different groups to canvass for or 

against the proposed changes to be decided in the Referendum. We look 

forward to an exciting time of peaceful exchange and interaction among 

various political actors.  

 

Before I close, let me use this space to once again remind the people of 

Liberia that the Exhibition of the Provisional Registration Roll (PRR) which 

begins this Thursday, April 7 will end on the 11
th

. During the Exhibition, 

those who registered during the Voters’ Registration will go to their centers 
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to check, if their details and photos are correct. Individuals will also have 

the right during the Exhibition to challenge or object to any name for 

reason such as the person is a non-Liberian, an under aged, deceased, 

convicted or insane. I look forward to a successful Exhibition which will 

pave the way for a credible Final Registration Roll (FRR) for the 2011 

Referendum and the Elections to follow later in the year.  

 

I thank you for your attention. 

 

 

 


